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Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. | 

Case of extensive Disease of the 
Brain, unaccompanied by the 
usual Diagnostic Symptoms. 


By Davip Pater, M.D. 


In January and February last, a 
few cases of ‘*Canker Rash,” 
(Rosalia Paristhmitica of Good,) 
occurred in this vicinity. They 
were usually mild, and readily 
yielded to a mild treatment. The 
case which I am about to relate, 
was however an exception to this 
general character of the disease. 
A daughter of Mr. Ball, aged six 
years, was attacked with the symp- 
toms of the disease on the 25th of 
December ; and on my visiting her 
on the 28th, the surface was nearly 
covered with the scarlet eruption ; 
the fauces red and swollen, with 
considerable difficulty of degluti- 
tion ; and a degree of heat and 
hardness of pulse, that indicated 
active inflammation. 

Eight ounces of blood were 
taken, and a cathartic dose of ca- 
lomel, to be followed with castor 
oil, was ordered. 

29th.—The purgative had pro- 
duced but little effect, and the in- 
flammatory symptoms undiminish- 
ed. Six ounces of blood taken, 
and the purgatives continued with 
the aid of injections. 

30th.—Symptoms and treatment 
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nearly the same as yesterday. No 
evacuations from the bowels. 
31st.—Symptoms as before. At 
the suggestion of Dr. Sweatt, who 
had been called to advise, gave 
Croton Oil three drops, in divided 
doses. Calomel, enemata, &c., as 
before. 
Jan. Ist.—No perceptible alter- 
ation. Contin. med. 
2d, 3d, and 4th.—Evacuations 
from the bowels on each of these 
days, with the expulsion of about 
one hundred worms (lumbrici). 
6th.—Patient nearly free from 
ain, and apparently convalescent ; 
ut it was now discovered for the 
first time that she was totally deaf. 


For a week succeeding this date, | 


my patient continued to improve in 
every respect, except the sense of 
hearing, which was totally lost. 
All her other senses were perfect ; 
her mind cheerful ; pulse natural, 
with some appetite and a regular 
state of the bowels. Medical 
treatment suspended, with the ex- 
ception of occasional blisters to the 
neck and arms. 

14th.— Attacked with vomiting 
and pain in the head, returning in 
paroxysms twice or thrice in twen- 
ty-four hours. Various remedial 
agents were now employed, such 
as leeches, blisters, mercurials, 
the warm bath, &c.; but as they 
were productive of no permanently 
beneficial effect, it is not necessary 
to detail the treatment more mi- 
nutely. About the 20th of the 
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month, she was affected with a 
contraction of the muscles of the 
back and neck, and the head was 
drawn backward. The pain in 
the head and occasional vomiting 
Continued, with increasing prostra- 
tion of strength, until the Ist of 
February, when she died. 


Post-mortem Examination, ten hours 
after Death. 

In the head, a stratum of puru- 
lent matter nearly covered the pia 
mater, and in some places its struc- 
ture was destroyed by ulceration. 
Suppuration had also occurred in 
. almost every part of the substance 
of the brain, but chiefly in its base. 
The origin of the auditory nerves 
was surrounded with purulent mat- 
ter, though not to a greater degree 
than that of most of the other nerves 
which arise within the skull. The 
lateral ventricles were distended 
with serum, and it was judged by 
the medical gentlemen who assisted 
in the examination, that one-third 
of the contents of the skull consist- 
ed of pus and serum. The con- 
tents of the thorax and abdomen 
were not examined, as there was 
no reason to suspect a lesion of any 
of their organs. 

What renders this case impor- 
tant, in my view, is the fact that 
such extensive destruction of the 
brain should occur, with so few of 
the symptoms supposed to be diag- 
nostic of severe cerebral affection. 
Thetford, Vt., July 30th, 1829. 


GUTTA SERENA. 
Notes of a Case of Gutta Serena 


of the right Eye, from the Pressure 
of a Tumor on the Optic Nerve. 


By Jeprpian Coss, M.D., Prof, of 
Anatomy in the Med. Col. of Ohio. 


Mr. H » from Baltimore, con- 
sulted me for an affection of his 
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right eye. He stated that, being 
on a fishing excursion up Chesa- 
peake Bay, in the month of Au- 
gust, 1825, he wae suddenly seiz- 
ed, whilst exposed to the rays of 
a hot sun, with an acute pain in 
the bottom of the orbit of the 
right eye, shooting far back into 
the head. The pain continued, 
without abatement, until he ob- 
tained medical aid on his return to 
Baltimore. The plan of treat- 
ment, as near as I could ascertain, 
was strictly antiphlogistic. As 
the pain decreased, the sight of 
the affected eye gradually dimi- 
nished, until it was completely 
lost. When I saw him in this 
place two years afterwards, the 
eye presented the appearance of 
a well marked case of gutta se- 
rena ; the pupil was greatly dilat- 
ed and irregular in shape; the 
iris, when exposed to the strong- 
est light, did not contract. The 
general aspect of the eye was pe- 
culiar, nal its natural lustre and 
intelligence lost. I told him I 
could do nothing with any prospect 
of success for the restoration of 
his sight, and I believe nothing 
was done. About three weeks 
after consulting me, he was vio- 
lently attacked with arachnitis, of 
which he eventually died, when 
leave was obtained to examine 
the body. 


Morbid Appearances. 


On opening the cranium, the 
arachnoid membrane exhibited 
traces of extensive inflammation, 
being covered with coagulable 
lymph and serum over its whole 
extent. The ventricles were 
much distended with serum. 
Whilst removing successive por- 
tions of the cerebrum, the scalpel 
at length struck against a hard 
substance, which, on careful exa- 
mination, was found to be a tumor 
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something larger than a nutmeg, 
and of a spheroidal shape. It lay 
directly in the course of the optic 
nerve of the right side, posterior 
to its junction with its fellow. 
The nerve was completely oblite- 
rated by its pressure. The tumor 
was composed of calcareous mat- 
ter enclosed in a cyst resembling 
the coats of the arteries. The 
cyst was attached to the carotid 
artery, and probably resulted from 
a diseased action inits integuments. 


Remarks. 
From the above dissection we 


_ Jearn the cause of the blindness, 


and how utterly ineffectual all 
remedial ageuts must prove in 
certain cases of gutta serena. 
We may likewise draw the im- 
portant physiological conclusion, 
that the fibres of the optic nerves 
do not decussate each other, as 
is thought by many anatomists.— 
West. Jour. of Med. & Phys. Sci. 


TID. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


At alate meeting of the London 
College of Physicians, we find a re- 
markable, or rather curious, proof 
of the medical profession of the ce- 
lebrated John Locke, Gent. Also, 
some acute observations, by Sir Henry 
Halford, on Shakspeare’s ‘Test of 
Insanity. Both these we offer for 
the instruction and entertainment of 
our readers. 


Case of Tic Douloureur, by the 
celebrated Locke. 
A LITERARY curiosity of great in- 
terest was laid before the Meet- 
ing : a case detailed by the cele- 
brated Locke. This curious do- 
cument was obtained by Dr. C. 
M. Clarke, from Lord King, and 


presented to the College. The 
original MS. was laid upon the 
table, and consisted of a French 
Almanack, bound up with a num- 
ber of leaves which had been ori- 
ginally blank, but which were 
filled with various notes and me- 
moranda in the hand-writing of 
Locke, and among others the case 
in question. 

It bas often been doubted whe- 
ther Locke ever practised as a 
physician, but the question is now 
set at rest. In Lord Grenville’s 
entitled Oxford and 

ocke,”? he remarks that ‘in 
the printed life of Locke, com- 
monly prefixed to his works, we 
are told that he applied himself, 
at the University, with great dili- 
gence, to the study of medicine, 
‘not with any design of practising 
as a physician, but principally for 
the benefit of his own constitution, 
which was weak.’”’ His lordshi 
goes on to observe that no suc 
motive is ascribed to Locke by 
Le Clerc, from whom our know- 
ledge of his private history is 

rincipally derived ; nor, indeed, 
is the supposition at all probable. 
Le Clerc, however, asserts “ that 
Locke never practised physic for 
profit, though he was highly es- 
teemed by the ablest physicians 
of his time.” In proof of this, 
we need only quote the following 
passage from Sydenham:—“ Nos- 
ti preterea quam huic mez me- 
thodo suffragantem habeam, qui 
eam intimius per omnia perspexe- 
rat utrique nostrum conjunctissi- 
mum, Dominum Joannem Locke ; 
quo quidem viro, sive ingenio ju- 
dicioque acri et subacto, sive eti- 
am antiquis, hoc est, optimis mo- 
ribus, vix superiorem quemquam, 
inter eos qui nunc. sunt homines, 
repertum iri confido, paucissimos 
certé pares.” 
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Lord Grenville says that the 
assertion that Locke had never 
actually practised, is ‘* unques- 
tionably erroneous ;”’ and the case 
which we subjoin, proves the cor- 
rectness of his opinion. 

Locke was called to see the 
Countess of Northumberland, who 
was the ambassadress at Paris, 
Dec. 2d, 1677. The case was 
evidently one of tic doulourevux. 
It is entitled Convulsio, and the 
symptoms are thus described :— 
Acute pain over the right cheek 


up toher ear. In the intervals, 


paininherteeth. She was warn- 
ed of the approach of the fits by 
a throbbing she felt in the lower 
jaw, where she had had a tooth 
drawn the previous summer. The 
fits had been preceded by three 
or four days of ordinary tooth- 
ach. There was no swelling or 
inflammation; no flux of rheum; 
no external swelling; no indica- 
tion for bleeding ; besides which, 
that remedy had been tried some 
months before, without effect. 
‘It being night,” says Locke, 
‘¢] thought at present there was 
nothing to be done but to give her 
ladyship present ease by some to- 
pical application.” He thought 
first of a blister, but paused till 
he had made some more general 
evacuation. He therefore order- 
ed an opiate embrocation to the 
gums, which gave her much re- 
lief. On the following day, (for 
the case is related in the form of 
a journal,) he again deliberated 
about the propriety of the exhibi- 
tion of an aperient, but the ex- 
treme cold weather made him 
conclude in the following manner: 
—‘*I apprehend that a purge, 
which I thought very necessary, 
would be dangerous in such a sea- 
son, because, if weak, it might 
cause disorder with very little or 


no evacuation ; if strong, in so de- 
licate a constitution 1 could not 
tell how to venture ; besides that, 
I feared she might take cold in 
the working, which might increase 
the mischief.” 

The result of his prudent cau- 
tion was, that he prescribed a 
drop of ethereum terebinthine 
on a little lint, which she applied 
to the gap whence the tooth had 
been extracted, but it did not al- 
lay the pain, and he then ventured 
upon the purge, and gave a mer- 
curial one, which ‘* wrought very 
well seven or eight times.” 

After the operation of this me- 
dicine, he prescribed an opiate 
draught, and during the following 
night she enjoyed some sleep. 
With occasional exacerbations, 
the fits upon the whole began 
gradually to abate in severity. 
He describes most accurately 
what we all know to be the truth 
in this cruel disease ; how various 
slight causes bring on theparoxysm 
of pain ; how touching any part of 
the affected side of the body, 
(even the foot of that side,) talk- 
ing, or opening her mouth to eat, 
brought on the twitches of pain. 
He reasons upon this strange 
nervous affection very sensibly, 
considers what the original mis- 
chief was, and how far the extrac- 
tion of the tooth had to do with 
the increase of the malady, and 
concludes that the root of the 
mischief lies in some harm done 
to the nerve connected with the 
tooth. The tooth itself, when it 
was drawn, was found to be a 
sound one, and its extraction so 
far from a remedy, that it in- 
creased the violence and frequency 
of the fits. Locke continued in at- 
tendance till Dec. 16th, a space of 
a fortnight, whenhe pronounced the 
lady ambassadress ** quite well.” 
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On Monday, Dec. 20th, he 
writes in his MS :-— 

‘¢Memorandum: that my lady 
ambassadrice’s gums itched vehe- 
mently after the pain was gone, 
and did so for several days after ; 
and used to doso for several years 
before any tooth was drawn.” 


Observations on Insanity. By Sir 
H. Haurorp. 


After the above had been read, 
Sir Henry Halford stated that, in 
consequence of having understood 
that there was no paper for the 
present evening, (for Locke’s 
case had only just been received, ) 
he had hastily thrown together 
some observations on insanity. As 
there was sufficient time left, he 
would read them to the Meeting. 

Sir Henry Halford observed 
that in the closet scene in Hamlet 
the following words occur :— 
Extasy ! 

My pulse, as yours, doth temperately keep 


ime 

And make ‘as healthful music; °tis not 
madness 

That I have uttered ; bring me to the test, 

And | the matter will reword,—which 
madness 

Would gambol from.” 


The circumstance to which the 
learned President particularly al- 
luded, was the expression ‘I the 
matter will reword ;” and he pro- 
ceeded to relate the following 
case, in illustration of the justness 
of Shakspeare’s “test.” He 
was Called, last January, to a gen- 
tleman then in a state of mental 
derangement. A short time pre- 
vious to his illness, he had sent 
for his solicitor, and given direc- 
tions about his will. He stated 
his intention of adding 5001. a 
year to his mother’s jointure, and 
of leaving various legacies ; add- 
ing that his friend, the solicitor, 
was to be residuary legatee. The 


solicitor, in the most honorable 
manner, told him that he could 
not consent to the last part of the 
arrangement, unless at the end of 


six months he continued of the 


same mind upon the subject. In 
the interval, he was attacked 
with mental excitement, for 
which he was attended by Sir 
Henry Halford and Sir G. Tut- 
hill. One day, on asking him how 
he did, he appeared calm and col- 
lected, and answered that he was 
very ill, and only anxious to settle 
his affairs and make his will. 
Next day he repeated the same 
expressions, in a tone and manner 
which induced his attendants to 
comply with his request, and the 
solicitor was sent for, who brought 
with him a will drawn up accord- 
ing to the instructions he had for- 
merly received. This was read 
over to the gentleman, and being 
asked, after each clause, if such 
was his meaning, he distinctly re- 
plied—yes, yes. The will was 
then executed, being witnessed 
by his physicians. On going down 
stairs, Sir Henry observed upon 
the unpleasant circumstance of 
the medical attendants becoming 
involved in a deed which was like- 
ly to become the subject of litiga- 
tion, and proposed that they should 
return to him and apply Hamlet’s 
test, by ascertaining whether he 
could reword” his will. With 
regard to several of the clauses 
this was the case; but he stated 
that he had left one individual ten 
thousand pounds, whereas he had 
only left him five thousand; and 
on being asked to whom the resi- 
due of his fortune was to go, he 
answered, ‘* To the heir at law, 
to be sure!” Being asked who 
was the heir at law, he replied 
that he did not know. Thus, said 
Sir Henry, he could not ‘‘ reword” 
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his meaning, but ‘‘ gamboled” 
from the matter. 

The author then acverted to 
the fidelity of the pictures drawn 
by Shakspeare, so justly charac- 
terized by Johnson as the poet of 
nature. He also alluded to the 
writings of the ancient poets, as 
containing many descriptions which 
might be recognized by an atten- 
tive observer. He had himself 
seen two of the cases mentioned 
by Horace, illustrated to the very 
life. One, a man of high rank, 
supposed himself present at a 
theatrical entertainment, and Sir 


Henry had heard him urging Gar-- 


rick to exert himself in the part 
of Hamlet, which he supposed 
him then to be acting. The oth- 
er case was that of a gentleman 
of large fortune, who possessed 
himself of everything he could 
get, but parted with nothing. He 
was brought to the Court of 
King’s Bench, having refused to 
pay for a picture which he had 
ought, and which was valued at 
£1500. Sir Henry told the jury, 
that if they would go to the gen- 
tleman’s house in Portland Place, 
they would find £50,000 worth 
of property ; among the rest this 
very picture, with baby-houses 
and baubles strewed over his 
dining-room. 

The paper was listened to with 
great interest, and this was in- 
creased by the very animated 


manner in which it was read by 


the learned President. 


IV. 
Method of treating Fracture of the 
Thigh Bone. 
By Wiuuram C. Daniett, M.D., of 
Savannah, Georgia. 


In the summer of 1819, I was 
called into the country to see a 
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child of Mr. Harboch’s, about 
seven months old, whose left thigh 
had been obliquely fractured near 
the middle of the bone, by the 
nurse falling with him in her arms. 
I applied the many-tailed bandage 
with four thin splints about three 
inches long, to confine, as well as 
I could, the broken ends of the 
bone in apposition. 


Upon visiting the child the fol- 
lowing day, I found the fractured 
limb about the third of an inch 
shorter than the other, from the 
lapping of the ends of the broken 
bone. The patient being fever- 
ish, a laxative was directed. The 
dressings were renewed from time 
to time for about a week, when 
the feverish symptoms had sub- 
sided, and the child become in 
some measure reconciled to his 
confinement. 

The shortening of the Jimb still 
continuing, rendered it necessary 
to adopt some means to counter- 
act the contraction of the mus- 
cles, and retain the ends of the 
broken bone in apposition. The 
heat of the season, as well as the 
age of the patient, rendering the 
use of the ordinary splint (Phy- 
sick’s improved Desault) and 
bandages objectionable, I adopted 
the following mode of treatment: 
—I passed a roller of muslin 
around the chest of the child se- 
veral times, to which I attached 
a bandage on each side, and ex- 
tended them above the head, and 
fastened them to the head-board 
of the bed. This was done for 
the purpose of preventing the pa- 
tient from being drawn down to 
the foot of the bed by the extend- 
ing power. I then passed a small 
silk handkerchief around the ankle 
and foot of the fractured limb, 
and tied the ends together at the 
sole of the foot. To these united 
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ends of the handkerchief I attach- 
ed a small cord, which was passed 
over the foot of the bed, where it 
suspended a small weight which 
was designed for the extension of 
the limb. 

The many-tailed bandage, with 
the four small splints, were con- 
tinued as heretofore. In due 
time the broken bone united with- 
out any shortening or other defor- 
mity. 

In 1824, and five years after 
the fracture, I examined the 
limb, and found it of the same 
length and appearance of its fellow. 

Attributing my success in the 
above case to the manner in which 
I had treated the fractured limb, 
I became desirous of applying 
that mode of treatment to other 
cases of a similar kind. With 
the assistance of my friend Dr. 
Richardson, I have recently treat- 
ed a case of oblique fracture of 
the thigh bone, after the following 
manner :—A_ piece of poplar 

lank, long enough to extend from 
just below the buttock to eighteen 
inches beyond the foot, was made 
on the surface slightly concave to 
receive the thigh,—the upper 
end was cut into a semilunar form 
to fit it the better to the buttock, 
and made six inches wide,——the 
lower end was four inches wide. 
On each side of the lower end 
was attached a piece of board 
three inches high, extending up 
to the knee, with a gradually re- 
duced height. A piece of board 
five inches high, was then fitted 
in the lower end, at a right angle 
with the lower board. In the 
middle of the upper edge of this 
piece, was placed a small wooden 
roller, with a concave edge, which 
was retained by a wire axis. The 
lower end of this splint, which 
projected beyond the foot of the 


bed, was secured by passing a 
screw through the bottom piece 
into the foot-board of the bed. 
The fractured limb was then 
placed in this splint. The many- 
tailed bandage was applied over 
the fractured portion, (the bones 
having first been placed in appo- 
sition,) over which, at equal dis- 
tances apart and around the limb, 
four thin wooden splints, six inch- 
es long, were placed and secured 
by muslin strips. A bag of dried 
moss was then applied on each 
side of the thigh, and secured by 
tapes passing under the board sup- 
porting the thigh, and over the 
limb. A -silk handkerchief was 
then passed around the ankle, and 
tied at the bottom of the foot. 
To this projecting portion of the 
handkerchief was fastened a small 
flaxen cord, and that passing over 
the roller placed in the end of the 
case, supported a small weight. 
A muslin bandage was passed 
around the chest, to which ban- 
dages were fastened for the pur- 
pose of fixing the body to the 
head-board, to prevent its being 
drawn down. This was however 
soon found to be superfluous, as 
the weight of the body was quite 
sufficient for the purpose of re- 
sistance to the extending power, | 
and was consequently discontinu- 
ed. The dressings were renewed 
once or twice a week, according 
to circumstances, and the bones 
united readily, and without any 
shortening of the limb. 

That portion of our patient’s 
mattress which supported the 
breech, was made removeable, 
by which arrangement the pan 
could be used without inconve- 
nience. 

Whenever any shortening of the 
fractured limb was observed, the 
leg was gently raised and extend- 


4 


| 


424 


ed to the proper distance, where 
it was retained by the weight at- 


tached to the cord. And here I 


will observe, that the cord and 
weight are rather designed for 
retaining the limb properly ex- 
tended, than for extending it. 
The latter it is known is readily 
performed. The importance as 
well as the difficulty of keeping 
up that extension, has been felt 
by every surgeon who has had a 
fractured thigh to treat. I flat- 
ter myself that the above mode 
of making and maintaining the ex- 
tension, will be found an improve- 
ment. It has certainly been such 
inmy hands. * * .* * 

It would be extremely difficult 
for any person who had not wit- 
nessed the treatment of this case, 
to appreciate the advantages 
which resulted from the mode 
which we adopted of keeping up 
the extension of the fractured 
limb. The patient could sit up 
in his bed without deranging the 
dressings. The only part in the 
use of which he was restricted, 
was the fractured limb. If in his 
movements he was thrown lower 
down in bed than was proper, he 
could draw himself up without 
deranging the dressings or dis- 
placing the fractured bones. 

But the great and important 
indication that is fulfilled by this 
mode of treatment,—and by this 
alone have I seen it properly ful- 
filled, —is that there is a constant 
power in operation to counteract 
the contraction of the muscles of 
the fractured limb. That power 
is the weight suspended over the 
roller to the foot; and it is a pow- 
er which, from its constant action, 
must necessarily exhaust the mus- 
cular contraction, Hence it ne- 
ver can occur, where this mode 
of extension is properly applied, 
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that the fractured limb will be 
shortened when the bones have 
united. 

I believe that a weight of two 
pounds will in most cases be suf- 
ficient. My own experience, 
however, is too limited to enable 
me to speak with confidence. It 
is a matter which the discretion 
of the surgeon will readily adjust. 

In treating a fractured thigh 
bone, it has been deemed of the 
highest importance to make the 
extension and counter-extension 
as near as possible in a line with 
the fractured limb and the course 
of the muscles to be acted upon. 
The merit of Dr. Physick’s im- 
provement upon Desault’s splint, 
Consists in an approximation to 
this. It is, however, only an ap- 
proximation. Inthe treatment of 
the case detailed above, the ex-. 
tension and counter-extension were 
necessarily in a line with the bro- 
ken bone and the course of the 
muscles to be acted upon, because 
the extension is made upon the 
foot, and the counter-extension 
Consists in the weight of the body 
above the thigh. Let it not be 
pa Psa that such weight is in- 
sufficient for all the purposes of 
counter-extension; I believe it 
will upon trial be found ample. 
If it should not, the body of the 
patient may readily be retained 
in place by bandages fastened to 
the head-board as suggested. 

Some surgeons are in the habit, 
as soon as Called to a fractured 
limb, to place the patient to har- 
ness, and at once subject him to 
all the pain and distress of splints, 
bandages, extensions and counter- 
extensions. Such a course is, I 
think, to be condemned, not only 
as unnecessary severity to the 
patient, but also as adding, in 
many cases, additional causes of 


| 
| 
| 
i, 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


irritation and fever. Ihave been 
in the habit myself of barely at 
first placing the ends of the bones 
in such relation to each other, as 
would prevent irritation,—always 
feeling satisfied, if at the end of 
the first week, or even early in 
the second, every measure had 
been adopted which promised to 
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promote a favorable union of the 
fractured bones. 
the patient is gradually accustom- 
ed to his confinement, and bears 
much better the necessary re- 
straints of the treatment than 
when he is at once subjected to 
the whole of them.—.4mer. Jour. 
of the Med. Sciences. ! 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 


NITROUS OXIDE GAS 


As a Remedy in Chronic Diseases 
of the Chest, &c. 
Tre Nitrous Oxide Gas is recom- 
mended by Joseph Curtis, Esq., in 
a late number of the Lancet, as a 
remedial agent of more value than 
many which are in better estimation. 
He relates, as proof of this, two 
cases of asthma ;—one of a lady who 
was many years subject to the dis- 
ease, and in whom the fits were fre- 
quent and very distressing. 
Believing the distressing sense 
of suffocation experienced by this pa- 
tient to be owing to the® blood being 
prevented, by the mucus in the brou- 
chia, from undergoing its proper 
changes, he conceived the idea of 
substituting oxygen gas for atmos- 
pheric air. The experiment was 
unsatisfactory, and finding this gas 
inconvenient to make, he substituted 
Nitrous Oxide, which was taken 
twice a day, and the effects of which 
are thus related :— 


“From three to four quarts was 
the usual dose, It sometimes pro- 
duced slight vertigo, and a feeling of 
languor : these, however, went off in 
a few minutes, and, in abvut a quar- 


ter of an hour, the pulse was usually — 


lowered from eight to twelve beats 
in a minute; in one instance, from 
120 to 108; in another, from 104 
to 96. The heat of the body was ut 
the same time raised : a thermome- 
ter placed between the shoulders, 
rose in one instance from 92 to 963 
in another, from 94 to 98, but never 
rose beyond 98. The hands and 
feet, which were generally cold, 
glowed ; and the face, which was 
usually of a purple or leader hue, 
assumed the natural appearance.” 


The use of the Gas was continued 
several weeks, It usually relieved 
the symptoms when taken during an 
attack, and in the end seemed to 
have increased the strength and the 
digestive powers, and diminished the 
tendency to asthma, It produced 
however, some tendency to inflam- 
mation, on which account it was dis- 
continued. 

Ju the other case related by Mr. 
C., this Gas produced more decided 
benefit. The wheezing, cough, dif- 
ficulty of breathing, pain, and expec- 
toration of mucus, were all relieved, 
and the color of the face became less 
livid. ‘The circulation in the extre- 
mities was invigorated remarkably, 
and the patient discharged cured. 


By this course 
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TWO DISEASES EXISTING SIMULTANE- 
OUSLY. 
A case is recorded in an English 
Journal, which seems to present 
some phenomena in vaccination.—A 
child sickened with varivla, To 
protect the brother of this child, he 
~ was vaccinated. On the eighth day 
the vesicle formed perfectly, and 
‘matter was taken from it to vaccinate 
another child, On the ninth day 
variola also broke out, and the vac- 
cine pustule, which was perfect on 
the eighth, continued stationary, and 
at length dried up with the smallpox. 
The child vaccinated from this 
pustule had a genuine cowpock, and, 
although exposed, escaped variola. 
The conclusions of the reporter 
are, “that in the same case cowpock 
and smallpox went on together ; thus 
showing that two pustular diseases, 


of a different nature, may exist at 


the same time in the same system ; 
and that in the last case it would ap- 
pear that one pustular disease only 
may be propagated from a system 
where two exist.” How far these 
two diseases should be considered 
“of a different nature,” is matter 
of doubt. 


INCARCERATED HERNIA. 
Internal Use of Spirit of Turpen- 
tine in these Cases. 

Tue last number of the American 
Jourual contains a striking case, by 
Dr. Sewall, of the beneficial effect of 
Spirit of Turpentine in Incarcerated 
Hernia, Dr. S. was led to this prac- 
tice by the relation of two cases by 
a friend, in which it had appeared to 
produce speedy relief. The patient 
was a stout healthy man, and was 


surprised by a scrotal hernia whilst 
at work. “TI first attempted,” says 
Dr. S., “ a reduction of the bowel by 
taxis, but as my exertions were una- 
vailing, I bled him largely and then 
renewed my exertions, but without 
success, I then gave him two ounces 
of the spirit of turpentine, and in- 
structed my pupils, who remained 
with him, to repeat the same dose 
every hour till eight ounces were 
taken, or some sensible effect pro- 
duced. Svon after I left him, a pro- 
fuse sweat took place, and he fell 
into a tranquil sleep. In about two 
hours the hernial tumor became soft 
and yielding, and spontaneously re- 


tired from the scrotum. On repeat-. 


ing my visit in the middle of the day, 
I found he had taken about six ounces 
of the turpentine, and without expe- 
riencing any inconvenience from it. 
He was still sleeping, and entirely 
relieved. The next day he was at 
work in the brick-yard, and with no 
other complaint than that of a slight 
looseness of the bowels, and a scald- 
ing sensation in the rectum in passing 


his stools, No strangury was pro- 
duced.” 


SWAIM’S PANACEA, 


Mercury discovered in this ci-devant 
popular Nostrum. 
Proresson Hare, of Philadelphia, 
has discovered, by chemical analysis, 
large quantities of Mercury in Swaim’s 
Panacea. He first diluted it largely 
with water and added a quantity of 
yeast, in order to induce fermenta- 
tion and thus get rid of the syrup, 
and attenuate the subject of his con- 
templated analysis. Fermentation 
took place,and this object was effected. 
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In his account of this analysis in 
Dr. Hay’s valuable Journal, he says» 


“JT then transferred the whole of 
the liquor, then much attenuated by 
fermentation, and the matter which 
had subsided from it, into a flat 
stoneware vessel, and placed it in my 
evaporating oven, From this situa- 
tion the vessel was not removed, un- 
til the contents had been converted 
into a dry, blackish, porous crust. 
Of this crust the greater part was 
subsequently removed from the eva- 
porating vessel, and being rolled up 
in paper was placed upon a shelf. 
Towards the close of the last sum- 
mer, I happened to examine the 
crust attentively, when I observed on 
it some globules of metallic mercury. 
On further examination with the aid 
of a lens, I discovered it to be so 
replete with mercurial globules, that 
whenever any fresh portions of the 


crust were opened by means of a 
knife, more of them were observable. 
The crust was subsequently shown 
to Dr. Physick, Dr. Horner, and 
other intelligent friends, and it has 
been preserved ina bottle. I should 
have communicated these results to 
the public sooner, had I not been in 
hopes to have repeated the examina- 
tion by another process ; but not 
having as yet found it convenient to 
realize that intention, and as you 
deem it of importance that the facts 
which I have mentioned should be 
published, [ send this statement to 
you for the American Journal.” 


The Editor of the Journal adds, 
that when Swaim first began the ma- 
nufacture of this nostrum, he pur- 
chased large quantities of corrosive 
sublimate from an apothecary in 


Philadelphia. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 1829. 


PERFORATION OF THE STOMACH. 


Tue following case is related in a 
late number of the Glasgow Journal. 
—The patient,a man 22 years of 
age, who had been subject to attacks 
which he termed cramp in the sto- 
mach, was suddenly seized, while in 
the house of an acquaintance, with 
violent pain in the region of that or- 
gan. The degree of it was so vio- 
lent that he was scarcely able to ex- 
press himself, and he continued for 
some time to strike his hands forci- 
bly against the epigastrium, A glass 
of whiskey was administered, which 
produced vomiting and afforded mo- 
mentary relief. In a few minutes 
the pain returned. He suffered 
acutely from a sense of tearing, and 
complained “that his stomach was 
drawn to his backbone.” This state 


of things continued for six hours, 
when suddenly the pain increased to 
an insupportable degree ; he writhed 
in great agony for ten minutes, then 
fainted, and immediately afterwards 
vomited a dark brown fluid-like 
“ mosswater.” He was now (2, 
A.M.) visited by a surgeon, who 
bled him, and prescribed a draught 
of valerian and assafcetida, to be fol- 
lowed by a cathartic. These reme- 
dies produced no relief; and at noon, 
as the cathartic had not operated, a 
stimulating enema was administered. 
He grew worse, and at 3, P.M., a 
physician was called in. He was 
now lying on his back with his thighs 
drawn to the abdomen; face pale 
and anxious; breathing quick and 
feeble ; pulse 140; skin cold. 


It appeared that since the severe 
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attack in the morning, the pain had 
gradually become diffused over the 
abdomen, attended with intolerance 
of pressure, and swelling. On the 
right side of the epigastrium, an ob- 
scurely defined tumor was felt, which 
fluctuated slightly. He now vomited 
incessantly a dark colored fluid, with- 
out any apparent exertion; it was 
thrown from his mouth to a conside- 
rable distance, in a stream about the 
size of a quill, like water forced from 
a syringe. These symptoms conti- 
nued, without much alteration, till 8, 
P. M., when he expired. 

On examination, the cavity of the 
abdomen was found to contain seve- 
ral pints of a dark colored fluid, 
which had a strong smell of assafceti- 
da. On grasping the stomach, fluid 
4vas seen to issue through a longitu- 
dinal opening in its anterior surface, 
detween the greater and lesser cur- 
vatures, about three inches from the 
pylorus. The perforation readily 
admitted the finger; its edges were 
slightly ragged, but without thick- 
ness, ulceration, or any other morbid 
appearance in the surrounding tex- 
tures. There was no loss of sub- 
stance where the opening existed, as 
its edges could be brought together 
without folding or puckering of the 
adjoining parts. 

From these and other appearances 
ef the parts, it seemed evident to the 
physician who examined them, that 
the opening was produced by a rup- 
ture; and highly probable that this 
had occurred at the time when his 
sufferings were most intense, and so 
remarkable a change took place in 
the symptoms, At that time there 
taust have occurred a spasmodic con- 


traction of the ventricular fibres suf- 
ficiently powerful to lacerate the or- 
gan. But how could contraction of 
the fibres of the stomach cause its 


laceration, or produce any other ef-- 
fect than that of diminishing the ex- 


tent of its cavity? Those muscles 
which have fixed points of origin and 
insertion, may well be supposed ca- 
pable of being ruptured by distension. 
But in those which, by their position, 
are made capable of indefinite ap- 
proximation, in what manner is such 
an effect to be accounted for? In 
answer to this, the author refers to 
the fact, that in inspecting the tex- 
ture of the stomach, the bands of 
fibres are found not to pass com- 
pletely round it, and that in fact no 
individual fibre can be found to ex- 
tend to more than one-third of its 
circumference. He suggests, there- 
fore, the explanation, that when these 
fibres are affected with spasm, a lace- 
ration may take place at that point 
where the two circular bands unite, 
in consequence of their acting in 
completely opposite directions, 
Assuming the facts to be correctly 
stated in this case, we must confess 
ourselves quite at a loss to compre- 
hend the above explanation, and 
nearly as much so how to suggest 
any, more rational or probabis, Part 
of the difficulty, however, which is 
found in accounting for the stomach 
being ruptured by the contraction of 
its own fibres, seems to arise from 
supposing that organ to have bec: 
wholly or nearly empty. If we ad- 
mit it to have been distended by its 
contents, whether solid, fluid, or aéri- 
form, and that these contents could 
not escape by either of the natural 
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orifices, a powerful spasmodic action 
of the organ might perhaps occasion 
anew one. From the obstinate cos- 
tiveness, and the circumstance of the 
articles, the exhibition ef which pre- 
ceded the cathartic, being found to 
have passed through the rupture, it 
seems highly probable that the pylo- 
ric orifice, either from spasm or some 
other cause, was strongly closed. 
The anti-peristaltic motion, neces- 
sary to the rejection of these con- 
tents by the cardiac orifice, could not 
coexist with that species of contrac- 
tion which tended to force them 
in the opposite direction. Under 
these circumstances, the stomach 
containing several pints of fluid, and 
its contraction suddenly increasing, 
its coats became incapable of sus- 
taining the pressure, and the organ 
was ruptured at that point on which 
this pressure may be supposed to 
have acted with the greatest force. 
The consequence was the escape of 
the contents into the cavity of the 
abdomen. The fainting which is 
stated to have taken place, seems 
far more likely to have followed the 
rupture than to have preceded it; 
since at all events the spasms were 
suspended during the deliquium ; and 
there is no proof that they occurred 
after it. Why a new series of con- 
tractions, in an opposite direction, 
should have now commenced, is not 
easy to say; it appears, however, 
that it must have been so, for it is 
stated that the fluid was constantly 
ejected through the cesophagus and 
mouth, though a much less degree of 
force,—almost the force of gravity 
alone,—would have sent it through 
the ruptured orifice. The phenome- 


na, both of the direct and the in- 
verted actions of the stomach, are 
involved in some obscurity, notwith- 
standing the time and Jabor which 
have been devoted to their investiga- 
tion. It is at least clear that they 
cannot coexist ; and the truth of this 
fact seems to be confirmed by the 
circumstances of the present case. 
The symptoms, however, indicated 
a far more violent, permanent, and 
general contraction, than is employ- 
ed by the stomach to convey the 
food to the duodenum. Still its ge- 
neral tendency may have been the 
same; and it is only by supposing 
this to have been the case, and that 
the contents of the organ were pow- 
erfully propelled toward the closed 
pylorus, that the symptoms seem to 
admit of a probable explanation. 
Since writing the above, we notice 
the account of a case which occurred 
ia Sutton, in this State, the circum~ 
stances of which were, in many res 
pects, remarkably similar. The pa 
tient was 19 years of age, and, like 
the one above mentioned, a weaver 
by trade. He was a voracious eater, 
but temperate in the use of spirituous 
liquors. He was attacked at 5, P.M., 
with violent pain at the epigastrium, 
which caused him to cry out “I am 
dying,” and to throw himself on the 
floor, holding his bowels with his 
hands. The pain continued violent, 
and though still principally seated in 
the stomach, extended itself down- 
ward toward the pubic region. An 
emetic was administered, and follow- 
ed by warm water, which vomited 
him several times with some relief. 
The pain now abated considerably, 
and he fell asleep. A dose of ol. 
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ric. was ordered every three hours 
till operation. 

At 7, A.M., no operation from 
oil ; bowels full, but not tender. R. 
Ol. Crot, gtt. ij. in six doses, at in- 
tervals of thirty minutes.—At 4, P. 
M., no operation ; bowels fuller, with 
some soreness. R. Olei Ric. Zi. 
every hour, and blister to the abdo- 
men.—At 8, P. M., worse: an ene- 
ma was ordered, which came away 
upcharged.—At 4, A.M., death oc- 
curred, thirty-eight hours from the 
period of attack. On examination, 
an aperture, of 2! lines in diameter, 
was discovered in the stomach ante- 
riorly, about half an inch from the 
pylorus. No mark of disease was 
visible around the opening, which 
appeared as if it had been punched 
out with a cutting instrument. The 
contents of the stomach had escaped 
through it. 


No remarks are made on the pa- 
thology of this case by the author 
who reports it. If we assume, how- 
ever, that the rupture was occasioned 
by a spasmodic contraction of the 
stomach, and that it occurred at the 
commencement of the case, the vo- 
miting which was subsequently caused 
by the emetic substance, seems to 
correspond to that which took place 
spontaneously in the other case ; and 
both would seem to prove that the 
tendency of the contractile action 
had been reversed, so as to force the 
contents of the stumach toward the 
cardiac orifice. A review of the 
two cases will be found to suggest 
some other interesting points of com- 
parison, The particulars of the last 
may be found in the 8th No, of the 
Amer, Journ. of the Med, Sciences, 
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LATIN PRESCRIPTIONS. 


Latin prescriptions have been often 
objected to as a remnant of barba- 
rism, and as implying a wish to make 
that appear obscure which is in fact 
very plain and intelligible. This, 
however, is a very erroneous notion. 
The scientific name of a drug is, for 
the most part, the only one by which 
it can with certainty be designated, 
and consequently the only one which, 
in writing for the article, can be em- 
ployed with entire safety. In re- 
gard, however, to those plants which 
are well known and have popular 
titles, there seems no good reason 
for denying to a patient the satisfac- 
tion of knowing the familiar appella- 
tion of the article he is using, instead 
of obliging him to go on in ignorance, 
or manifesting an unwillingness to 
inform him to which of nature’s pro- 
ductions he is indebted for his cure. 
Many of the most common vegetable 
remedies have derived some of their 
names from the favorable influence 
they have been found to exercise on 
the system, or from the maladies 
they were known to alleviate; and 
to those who have studied attentively 
the weaknesses of human nature, it 
will not appear an extravagant asser- 
tion, that with these simple, but at- 
tractive titles, they pruduced effects 
in former times, far beyond any of 
which they are capable under the 
more formidable appellations which 
they now assume, “ Modern science 
may wrap up the meaning of its epi- 
thets in Greek and Latin terms ; but 
in many cases they are the mere 
translations of these despised old 
vulgar names. What pleasure it 
must have afforded the poor sufferer 
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in body or in limb ; what confidence 
he must have felt for relief, when he 
‘knew that the good neighbor who 
came to bathe his wounds or assuage 
his inward torments, brought with 
him such things as allheal, break- 
stone, bruisewort, goutweed, fever- 
few, and twenty other such comfort- 
able mitigations of his afflictions, 
_ Why, their very names would almost 
charm away the sense of pain! The 
modern recipe contains no such 
terms of comfortable assurance ; its 
meanings are all dark to the sufferer, 
its influence unknown.” 

It is not so certain, then, that what 
we call a rose by any other name 
would smell as sweet. There is 
certainly some virtue in the words ; 
and if by translating a prescription 
into plain English, it can be rendered 
more grateful or efficacious, surely 
he would be wanting, both in skill 
and in humanity, who should refuse 
to adopt so simple an expedient. 


Iodine in Dropsy.—Mr. W. Brad- 
field, London Wall, has favored us 
with the particulars of a case of 
dropsy, from which it appears, that 
afier the patient had been repeatedly 
tapped, and her legs scarified, with- 
out any permanent beneficial result, 
he was induced, from reading Dr, 
Gardiner’s treatise on iodine, to try 
the effects of that medicine. He 
gave the patient (Mercy Millham) 
eight drops of the tincture, in a glass 
of cold water, three times a day, and 
at the same time directed a liniment, 
which consisted of half an ounce of 
the tincture of iodine, with three 
ounces and a half of the compound 
soap liniment, to be rubbed two or 
three times daily over the integu- 
ments of the legs. “ In two months,” 
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says Mr, Bradfield, “I was happy to 
find that my patient was able to re- 
sume her domestic employments, 
Her abdomen and legs are restored 
to their natural size, and she can 
walk upwards of a mile without 
exhaustion.” 


Balsam of Copaiba.—The offen- 
sive qualities of this medicine have 
been effectually suppressed by a che- 
mist of Philadelphia, by a consolida- 
tion of the balsam into a consistence 
for forming pills. It consists of an 
union of the oil and resin, in which 
the whole of the valuable qualities 
of the copaiba are retained, Two 
four-grain pills are mentioned as 
equal in effect to thirty drops of the 
balsam. 


Living Child with two Heads.— 
At the Academy of Sciences at Pa- 
ris, on the 25th of May, M. St. Hi- 
laire exhibited a drawing of a female 
child which was living at Turin at 
the commencement of last March, 
and was then ten weeks old, The 
lower extremities only of the mon 
ster are common to the two; the 


_ upper part is separated, and presents 


the proper conformation. The priest 
who performed the christening, see- 
ing in this being two separate indivi- 
duals, baptised each of them; one 
was called Ritta, the other Christina, 
They (or it) were born at Sassari in 
Sardinia, at the beginning of March, 
1829, Their common height is that 
of a full-sized infant. Ritta appears 
in ill health, The father intends to 
take them to Milan, and from thence 
to Geneva, 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 
The week ending August 8, at noon. 


Of consumption, 2—dropsy, 1—fever and 
ague, l—inflammation in the bowels, 1—in- 
sanity, l—intemperance, 1—measles, 2—old 
age, 2—palsy, 1—paralysis, ]—unknown, 8. 
Males, 9-—-females, 7. Total, 16. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


BOYLSTON MEDICAL PRIZE 
QUESTIONS. 
HE Committee appointed bv the Cor- 
poration of Harvard College to ad- 
jndge the premiums established by the 
late Ward Nicholas Boylston, Esq., here- 
by give notice that the following are the 
subjects for Dissertations for the year 
1830, viz :— 

Ist. Whether fever is produced by the 
decomposition of animal and vegetable 
substances ; and if by both, their compa- 
rative influence. 

2d. On the connexion between cutane- 
ous diseases which are not contagious, 
and the internal organs. 


Dissertations on these subjects must be. 


transmitted, posl-paid, to Thomas Welsh, 
M.D., Boston, on or before the first 
Wednesday of April, 1830. | 

The following are the subjects for 1831, 
viz :— 

Ist. The History of the Autumnal Dis- 
eases of New England. 

2d. What insects in the United States, 
and particularly in the northern part, are 
capable of inflicting poisonous wounds ; 
the phenomena of such wounds, and the 
best means of remedying their ill conse- 
quences. 

Dissertations on these subjects must be 
transmitted as above, on or before the 
first Wednesday of April, 1831. 

The author of the best Dissertation on 


each of these questions, if approved, will | 


be entitled to a premium of Fifty Dollars, 
or a gold medal of equal value, at his 


n. 

Each Dissertation must be accompa- 
nied with a sealed packet, on the outside 
of which shall be written some device or 
sentence, and on the inside of it the aus 
thor’s name and place of residence. The 
same device or sentence must be written 
on the Dissertation to which the packet 
is attached. 

No Dissertation will be received which 
has the author’s name affixed. All un- 
successful Dissertations will be deposited 
withthe Secretary, of whom they may be 
obtained if applied for within a year after 
they have been received. 

GEO. HAYWARD, Secretary. 

N. B.—Printers of newspapers through- 
out the United States, are respectfully 
requested to give the above an insertion 
in their papers. 

Boston, August 12th, 1829. 
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MEMOIR OF DR. HOLYOKE. 


oe published, and for sale by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE,—A Memoir of 
Epwarp A. HotyoxE, M.D. LL.D., pre- 
pared in compliance with a vote of the 
Essex South District Medical Society. 
Carter & Hendee have just received the 
American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
No 8, August, 1829.—C. & H. receive 
subscriptions for this valuable work, and 
can supply the numbers from its com- 
mencement. Aug. 18. 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 
MEDICAL LECTURES. 


HE Mepicau Lectures in Harvard 
University will begin in the Massa- 
chusetts Medical College, Mason-street, 
Boston, the third WEDNESDAY in Octo- 
ber next, the 21st, at nine o’clock, A. M. 
Anatomy and Surgery, by Dr. WARREN. 
Chemistry, Dr, WEBSTER. 
Midwifery and Medical Jurisprudence, 
Dr. CHANNING. : 
Materia Medica, Dr. BicELow. 
Theory and Practice of Physic, Dr. Jack- 


Students attending the Medical Lec- 
tures are admitted, without fee, to the 
Surgical Operations and Clinical Practice 
of the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
during the courses, 

Aug.4. W. CHANNING, Dean. 

eoptOct21. 


BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTI- 
TUTION. 
HE Annual Course of LECTURES 
will commence on the first Thurs- 
day in September, and continue fifteen 
weeks. 
Theory and Practice of Physic by H. H. 
Cuiips, M.D. 
Anatomy and Physiology, J. D. WELLS, 
M.D 


Medical J urisprudence, S, W. WILLIAMS, 


M.D. 
Theoretical and Operative Surgery, S. 
Wuirts, M.D. and S. P. WuHirTE, M.D. 
Materia Medica, Pharmacy and Obste- 
trics, C. B. Coventry, M.D. 
Chemistry, Botany, Mineralogy and Na- 
tural Philosophy, C. Dewy, M.D. 


Matriculation ticket, $3. Fee for Lec- 
tures, $ 40. Library ticket, $1. Gradu- 
ation, $ 15,50. Board, including wash- 
ing, lodging and room, $ 1,75 a week. 

Pittsfield, July 22, 1829. aug4tsept30 
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